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"the fire which was burning in the funeral hut is removed and
carried out into the square. It must be carefully kept alight.
This is a taboo. Should there be rain, it must be protected.
All the inhabitants must use this fire during the next five days.
It will be put out by the doctor, with sand or water, on the
day of the dispersion of the mourners. He will then light a
new one, and everyone will take from it embers to kindle his
own fire in the different huts. It is one of the conditions
of the purification of the village." 1 Among the Banyoro
of Uganda, after the death of a king " no fires were allowed to
burn during the period of mourning, they were all extinguished
when the king's death was announced ; a fire might be
lighted by friction with fire-sticks for cooking necessary food,
but it was extinguished immediately the cooking was done
and fresh fire obtained when it was wanted. . . . Upon the
king's return from the funeral of his father, sacred fire was
brought to him by the keeper of the sacred fire, who had the
title of Nsans a Namugoye ; the king took the fire from the
keeper and held it for a few moments ; he then returned it to
the keeper and told him to light the fires in the royal enclosure.
All the fires in the country were supposed to be lighted from
this fire. The original fire was supposed to have been
brought to the fire by one of the first kings." 2
Among the Birhors of Chota Nagpur in India " when the
pall-bearers return home after burial or cremation, all old
fires in the village (tandd) are extinguished and the cinders
and ashes in hearths of all the houses in the village are
thrown away, and every Birhor in the settlement takes a bath.
Then a new fire is kindled in some hut by the friction of two
pieces of wood, and all the other families in the village light
their fires from it.'1 3
1 H. A. Junod, op. eit. i. 135 $g.           pp. 51 sqq.
* J. Roscoe, The Northern Bantu,         3 S. C. Roy, The Birhors, p. 264.